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10 THE 


| Right HO N O n 
THE 


LORDS 


Spiritual _ Te emporal 
| PARLIAM ENT 


ASSEMBLED. 


The bumble Petition and Addreſs 
of * Earl * Claren- 


don. 


May it pleaſe Your Lordſhip 


Cannot expreſs the unſupportable 
Trouble and Grief of Mind I ſu- 


{tain under the Apprehenſion of 
being Miſrepreſented to Your 
Lordſbips, and when I hear how much 
of Your Lorafhips time hath been ſpent 

| B upon 


f 


8 
upon the mention of me, as it is attend. 
ed with more publick Conſequences, and 


of the differences of Opinion which have 
already, or may probably ariſe between 


Your Loraſbips and the Honourable 
Hoaſe of Commons; whereby the great 


and weighty Affairs of the Kingdom 


may be obſtructed in the time of ſo ge- 
neral a diſſatisfaction. | 

I am very unfortunate to find myſelf 
tofuffer ſo much under two very diſad- 
vantageous Reflexions, which are in no 
degree applicable to me. 

The firſt from the greatneſs of my E- 
ſtate and Fortune, collected and made 
in ſo few Years, which if it be propor. 
tionable'to what is reported, may very 
reaſonably cauſe my Integrity to be 
ſuſpected. by 5 


The Second that F have been the ſole 
Manager and chief Miniſter in all the 


Tranſactions of State ſince the King's 
return into Eng land, to Auguſt laſt, and 
therefore that all Miſcarriages and Miſ- 
fortunes ought to be imputed to me 
and my Counſels. 

Concerning my Eſtate, Your Lord- 


ſhips will not believe, that after Malice 
and Envy hath been ſo inquiſitive 2 
N * 2 


633. 

fo ſharp-ſighted, I will offer any thing 
to Your Lordſbips, but what is exacłly 
true; and I do aſſure Your Lordfprps, - 
in the firſt place, that (excepting from 
the King's Bounty) I have never recei- 
ved nor taken one Penny but what was 
generally underſtood to he the juſt law - 
ful Perquiſites of my Office, by the can- 
ſtant Practice of the beſt Times, which 
I did ia my own Judgment conceve to 
be that of my Lord Coventry, and my 
Lord Elſemore; the Practice of which I 
conſtantly obſerved, altho* the Office 
10 both their times was lawfully worth 
double to what it was to me, and I be- 
lieve now is. 0 

That all the Courteſies and Favours 

which I have been able to obtain from 
the King for other Perſons in Church or 
State, or in Weſtminſter-Hall, have ne- 
ver been worth to me Five Pounds: So 
that Your Lordſbips may be confident I 
am as Innocent from Corruption as from 
any diſloval Thought, which after near 
Thirty Years Service of the Crown, in 
ſome Difficulties and Diſtreſſes, 1 did 
never expect would be obxQed to me 

in my Age. Ee 

B 2 And 
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And Ido aſſure Your Lordſhips, and 
| ſhall make it very Manifeſt, that the 
ſeveral Sums of Money, and ſome Par- 
cels of Land, which His Majeſty hath 
Bountifully beſtowed upon me ſince 
his return into England, are worth more 
than all I have amounts unto; fo far | 
am from advancing my Eſtate by indi- 
rect means. And tho' this Bounty of 
his hath very far exceeded my Merit, 
or my expectation, yet ſome others 
have been as fortunate at leaſt in the 
ſame Bounty,who had as ſmal] pretences 
toit, and have no great Reaſon to en- 

vy my Condition. 

Concerning the other Imputation of P. 
the Credit and Power of being chief Mi- 1 
niſter, and ſo cauſing all to be done that! tr 

had a mind to, I have no more to ſay, N 
than that I had the good fortune to ſerve 0 
a Maſter of a very great Judgment andi C 
Underſtanding, and be always joyn'd t 
with Perſons of great Ability and Ex- 
perience, without whoſe Advice andi 
Concurrence, never any thing hath 

n 
Before His Majeſty's coming into iſ © 
England, He was conſtantly attended 
by the then Marquis of Ormond, x — 

| or 


3 

Lord Culpeper, and Mr. Secretary Nichb- 
lis, who were equally truſted with my- 
{elf, and without whoſe Joynt Advice 
and Concurrence, when they were all 
preſent (as ſome of them always were) 
[ never gave any Counſel. - As ſoon as 


it pleaſed God to bring His Majeſty in- 


to England, He eftabliſh'd His Privy 
Counſel, and ſhortly, out of them 'He 
Choſe a Number of Honourable Per- 
ſons of great Reputation (who for the 


| moſt part are ſtill alive) as a Committee 


for Forreign affairs, and Conſideration 
of ſuch things as in the Nature * 
required much Secreſy, and with thefe 
Perſons He vouchſafed to ſoin me: And 
I am conkdent this Committee never 
tranſacted any thing of Moment (His 
Majeſty being always preſent ) with- 


| out preſenting the ſame firſt to the 


Council- Board, and I muſt Appeal to 
them concerning my Carriage, and 
whether we were not all of one Mind 


in Matters of Importance. 


For more than two Years I neyer 
knew any Differences in the Councils, 


or that there were any Complaints in 
the Kingdom, which I wholly impure 
to His Majelty's great Wydom, and 


the 


the intire Concurrence of His Counſel- 
lours, without the Vanity of aſſuming 
any thing to myſelf; and therefore! 
hope I ſhall not be (ingly charged with 
any thing that hath ſince fan out amiſs, 
But from the time Mr. Secretary Nicho- 
las was removed from his Place, there 
were great Alterations ; and whoſoe- 
ver knew any thing of the Court and 
Councils, know well, how much my 
Credit hath ſince that time been dimi- 
niſhed, tho' His Majeſty graciouſly 

_  vouchſafed ftill to hear my Advice in 
moſt of His Affairs: Nor hath there 1 P. 
been, from that time to this, above one te 
or two Perſons brought to the Council, I t! 
or preferr'd to any conſiderable Office In 
in the Court, who have been of my inti- I 
mate Acquaintance, or ſuſpected to 
have any kindneſs for me; and moſt of e 

t 

| 

} 

| 


them, moſt Notoriouſly known to have 
been very long my Enemies, and of 
different Judgment and Principles from 
me, both in Church and State, and have 
taken all Opportunities to leſſen my 
Credit with the King and with all other 
Perſons, by Miſ repreſenting and Miſ-re- 
porting, all that I ſaid or did, and per- 
ſuading Men J have done them ſome 

3 prejudice 


SP] 
prejudice with His Majeſty, or croſſed 
them in ſome of their Pretenfions ; Tho? 
His Majeſty's Goodneſs and Juſtice was 
ſuch, that it made little Impreſſion up- 
on him. 5 
In my humble Opinion, the great 
Misfortunes of the Kingdom have pro- 
ceeded from the War, to which it is 
Notoriouſly known that I was always 
moſt averſe, and may without Vanity 


fay, I did not only foreſee, but declare 


the Miſchiefs we ſhould run into, by 
Entring into a War, before any Alli- 
ances made with the Neighbouring 
Princes, and that it may not be impu- 
ted to His Majeſty's want of Care, or 
the Negligence of his Counſellors that 
no {uch Alliances were entred into, 
I muſt take the boldneſs to ſay, His 
Majeſty left nothing unattempted in or- 
der thereunto; and knowing very well 
that France Reſolved to begin a War 
upon Spain, as ſoon as his Catholick Ma- 
jeſty ſhould depart this World, which 
being much ſooner expected by them, 
they had in the two Winters before, 
been at great Charges in providing 
plentiful Magazines of all Proviſions 
upon the Frontiers, that they might be 
 - "7 3Þ ready 


(8) 


ready for the War. His Majeſty uſed 


all poſſible means to prepare and diſpoſe 
the Spaniard with that appehenſion, of. 
fering his Friendſhip to that degree, 
as might be for the Benefit and ſecurity 
of both Crowns. © = 5 
But Spais flattering itſelf, that 
France would not break with them, at 
leaſt, that they would not give them 
any Cauſe by Adminiſt ring Matter of 
Jealouſie to them, never made any re- 
al approach towards a Friendſhip with 
His Majeſty, but both by their Embaſ- 


ſadors here, and to His Majeſty's Em. 


baſſador at Madrid, always perliſted, 

as Preliminaries, upon the giving up of 

Dunkirk, Tangier, and Jamaica, 
Tho? France had an Embaſſador here, 


to whom a project of a Treaty was of. 
fered, and the Lord Hollis, His Ma jeſ. 


ty's Embaſſad or at Paris, uſed all en- 
deavours to purſue and proſecute the 
ſaid Treaty, yet it was quickly diſcern- 
ed, that the principal Deſign of France 
was to draw His Majeſty into ſuch a 
nearer Alliance as might advance their 


Deſign ; without which, they had no 


mind to Enter into the Treaty propo- 


ſed. = 


WD 
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And this was the State of Affairs 
when the War was Entred into with 
the Dutch, from which time, neither 
Crown much conſidered the Making a- 
ny Alliance with Englank. 

As I did from my Soul abhor the 
Entring into this War, ſo I preſumed 
never to give any Advice or Couaſel 
for the way of managing it, but by op- 
poſing many Propoſitions, which ſeem d 
to the late Lord Treaſurer and myſelf, 
to be unreaſonable, as the Payment of 
the Seamen by Tickets, and many o- 
ther Particulars which added to the 
Expence. | 

My Enemies took all Occaſions to in- 
veigh againſt me, and making their 
Friendſhip with others out of the Coun- 
cil, of more licentious Principles, and 
who knew well enough how much [ diſ- 
liked and complaincd of the Liberty 
they took to themſelves of reviling all 
Counſels and Counſellours, and turaing 
all things Serious and Sacred into Ri- 
dicule. They took all ways 1 
to render me ungrateful to all ſorts of 
Men, (whom I ſhall be compelled to 
Name in my Defence) perſuading thoſe 
that miſcarryed in ay of their Deſigns, 

| tut 
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that it was the Chancellor's doing; 


whereof I never knew any thing. Hoy- 


ever they could not withdraw the 


King's Favour from me, who was ſtill 
Pleaſed to uſe my Service with others, 
nor was there ever any thing done but 


with the Joint Advice of at leaſt the 


Major part of thoſe who were conſul- 
ted with. And as His Majeſty com- 
manded my Service in the late Treaties, 
ſo I never gave the leaſt Advice in pri- 
vate, nor wrote one Letter to any one 


* Perſon in either of thoſe Negotiations, 
but upon the Advice of the Council, and 
alſo after it was read in Council or at 
leaſt by the King himſelf, and ſome o- 


ther, and if I prepared any Inſtructions 
or Memorials, it was by the King's 


Command, and the requeſt of the Se- 


cretaries who deſired my Aſſiſtance; 
nor was it any wiſh of my own, that 


any Embaſſador jhould give me any ac 


count of the Tranſactions, but to the 
Secretaries, to whom I was always rea- 
dy to Adviſe; nor am I Conſcious to 
myſelf of ever having given Advice 
that hath proved miſchievous or incon- 
venient to His Majeſty; and I have 
been ſo far from being the ſole Manager 


of 


6 
of Affairs, that I have not in the whole 
laſt Year been above twice with His 
Majeſty in any Room alone, and very 
ſeldom in the two or three Years pre- 
SE „ 
And ſince the Parliament at Oxford, 
it hath been very viſible, that my Cre- 
dit hath been very little, and that very 
few things have been hearkned to, 
which have been propoſed by me, but 
contradicted, eo amine, becauſe pro- 


poſed by me. 


I moſt humbly beſeech Your Lord- 
ſhips to remember the Office and Truſt 
I had for ſeven Years, in which, in Diſ- 
charge of my Duty I was obliged to ſtop 


and obſtru& many Mens pretences, and 


refuſed to ſer the Seal to many Pardons 
and other Grants, which would have 
been profitable to thoſe who procured 
them, and many whereof, upon my 
Repreſentation to His Majeſty , were 
for ever ſtopt, which naturally have 
raiſed many Enemies to me: And my 
frequent Concurring, upon the deſires 
of the late Lord Treaſurer, (with whom 


I had the Honour to have a long and 


faſt Friendſhip to his Death) in Re- 
preſenting ſeveral Exceſſes and Exorbi- 
5 VVV 


(120 
tances, tbe yearly Iſſue ſo far exceed - th 
ing the Revenues, provoked many Per- L 
ſons concerned, of great Power and I of 
Credit, todo me all the ill Offices they fr 
could, And yet I may faithfully ſay, 80 
That Inever meddled with any part of I m 
the Revenue or the Adminiſtration of I v. 
it, but when I was deſired by the late 
Lord Treaſurer to give him my Aſſi- d 
ſtance and Advice, having had the Ho- t 
7 bs nour formerly to ſerve the Crown as Wl a 
8 Chancellor of the Exchequer, which was t 
| for the moſt part in His Maje ſty's Pre- Wl 
ſence. - Nor have I ever been in the 
leaſt degree concern'd, in point of Pro- 
fit, in letting any part of His Majeſty's 
Revenue; nor have ever treated or de- 
bated it, but in His Majeſty's prefence, 
in which my Opinion concurr'd always 
with the Major part of the Counſellors 
who were preſennt. 
| All which, upon Examination, will be 
made maniteſt to Your Loraſhips, how 
much ſoever my Integrity is blaſted by 
the Malice of thoſe who 1 am confident 
1 do not believe themſelves. Nor have] 
in my Life, upon all the Treaties, or 
ll otherwiſe, receiv'd the value of one 
0 Shilling from albthe Kings or Princes P 
i "= 2 the 
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the World, (excepting the Books of the 
Louvre Print ſent me by the Chancellor 
of France by that King's direction) but 
from my own Maſter, to whoſe entire 
Service and the Good and Welfare of 
my Country, no Man's Heart was e- 
ver more devoted. ” 8 
This being my preſent Condition; x 

do maſt humbly beſeech Your Loraſbips 
to entertain a favourable Opinion of me, 
and to believe me to be Innocent from 
s | thoſe foul Aſperſions, until the contra- 
ry ſhall be proved; which J am ſure 
can never be by any Man worthy to 
be believed: And ſince the Diſtempers 
s of the Times, and the Difference be- 
- tween the two Hoaſes in the preſent 
„Debate, with the Power and Malice of 
5 my Enemies, who gave out that I 
ſhould prevail with His Majeſty to Pro- 
rogue or Liſlolve this Parliament in 
2 Dilpleaſure, and threaten to expoſe me 
* to the Rage and Fury of the People, 
ͤaämay make me to be look'd upon as the 
t Cauſe which obſtructs the Kings Ser- 
I vice, and Unity and Peace of the King- 


r dom; 


0 I moſt humbly beſzech Your Lord- 
n i ſhips, that I may not forfeit Your Lora- 


ſhips 


0 
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Favour and Protection, by Withdraw. 
10g my ſelf from fo power ful a Perſecu- 
tion, in hopes that J may be able, by 
ſuch withdrawing, hereafter to appear, 
and make my Detence, when His Ma- 


jeſty's Juſtice (to which I ſhall always 


ſubmit) may not be Obſtructed, or 
Controlled by the Power and Malice of 


thoſe who have {worn my. Deſtruction. 


CLARENDON. 


o 
99 


The Accuſetion of his Lord ip 


by the Houſe of Commons. 


1. "HAT the Farl of Clarendon 
hath difirned a Standing Army 


to be raiſed, and to govern the King dom 


thereby, and adviſed the King to D:ſſolve 


this preſent Parliament, io lay aſide all 


Thoughts of Parliaments for the future, 


r0 govern by a Military Power, and to 
maintain the ſam? by Free Ocarter and 
Contribut inn. 


II. That he hath, in the 8 of the 


Kyng*s Subjects, falſh and ſeditiouſl 
ſaid, That 1% * was in His Heart a 


7 | 
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Pepiſt, or Popiſhly Aﬀedted, or- Words to 
that eßfect. 

III. That he hath 8 grids Sams 
of Money for the procuring of the Canary 
Patent, and other illegal Patents; and 
granted illegal Injunftions to ſtop Procee- 
dings at Law againſt them, and other 
illegal Patents formerly G l : 

IV. That he hath Adviſed and Pro- 
cared divers of His Majeſty's Subjeits to 
be impriſowd againſt Law, in remote 
Iſlands, Garriſe:s, and other Places, there- 
. by to prevent them from the Benefit of the 
Law, and to produce Precedents for the 
Impriſoning any other of His Majeſty s 
Subjects: in like manner, 

V. That he procured His Majeſty's 
Cuſtoms to be farmed at Unaer Rates, 
| knowing the ſame; and great pretended 
Debts to be paid by His Majeſty, to the . 
payment of which, His Majeſty was not 
in ſtrictneſs bound: And afterwards re- 


ceived great Sums of Money for procuring 
the ſame. | 


VI. That he received great Sams of 
Mone) from the Company of Vintners, or 
ſome of them, or their Agents, for en- 
hauncing the Pricis of Wi ines, and for 


| freeing them from the Payment of legal 
Pexalties which they had incarr'd. 


VII. 


— 


4 
| 
1 
j! 
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VII. That he hath in 4 ſhort time g4i- 


ned to himſelf a greater Eſtate than can 


be imagined to be gained lanfully in ſo 


ſhort a time, and contrary to his Oath he 
hath procured ſeveral Grants ander the 
Seal from His Majeſty, to himſeif and Re. 
lat ions, of ſeveral of His Majeſty's Lands, 
Hereditaments and Leaſes, to the diſpro. 


fit of His Majeſty. 


VIII. That he hath Introduced an Ar- 
bitrary Government in His Majeſty's Fo- 
reign Plantations, and Vath cauſed ſucy 


as complained thereof, before His Majeſly 


and Council, to be long Impriſoned for jo 


doing. 


IX. That he did reje#t and fruſtrate a 


| Propoſal ani Undertaking, approved by 


His Majeſty for the preſervation of Ne- 
vis, and St. Chriſtophers, and reducing 
the French Plantations to His Majeſi)s 


Obedience, after the Commiſſions were 


drawn for that purpoſe, which was the 
cecaſion of our great Loſſes and Damage 
in thoſe Parts. WE: 

R. That he held Corroſpondence with 
Cromwell and his Complices, when he was 
in Parts beyona the Seas attending His 
Majeſty, and thereby adhered to the King's 
Enemies, TR: 
| XI. 


6 
XI. That he adviſed and effacted the 
le of Dunkirk to the French Xing, be- 
w part of Hit Majeſty's Dominions ; to- 
ether with the Ammunitions, Artillery, 
1d all. ſorts of Stores there, and for no 
weater value, than the ſaid Ammuniti- 
ws, Artillery, and Stores were worth. 
XII. That the ſaid Earl did undnly _ 
unſe His Majeſty's Letters Patents, an- 
der. the Great Seal of England, to one. 
Dr, Crowther, to be alter d, and the En. 
rolment thereof to be unduly raſed. 


y examined and drawn into queſtion 
divers of His Majeſty's Subjects, concern= © 
Jing their Lands, Tenements, Goods, Chat-. 
tels, and Properties, determined thereof 
at the Council Table, and ſtopped Proceed. 
ings at Law by Order of the Council. Table, 
and threatned ſome that pleaded the Sta- 
tute of 17 Car. I. eas 5 
XIV. That he hath Cauſed Quo War- 
ranto's to be iſſued out againſt moſt of the 
Corporations of England immediately af- 


9 


ter their Charters were confirmed by Att of 
Parliament: To the intent he might re- 
quire great Sums of Money of them for Re- 
newing their Charters, which when they 
complyed withal, he "cauſed the ſaid Qua 
| D Warranto's 


XIII. That he hath in an Arbitrary : 


(13) 
Warranto's 10 be diſcharged, and Proſe 
cation therein to ceaſe. 

XV. That he procured the Bil of 
Settlement for Ireland, and received: 
great Sums of Money for the ſame, in woſt 
corrupt and unlawful manner, © | 

XVI. That he hath Deluded and Berrey. | 
e His Majeſty and the Nation, in all Fo- 

reign Treaties and Nego:iations relating | 
to the. late War, and Betrayed and Diſcb 
wered His Majeſh? s Secret + C ounſels 10 bi 
Enemies. © 
XVII. That 1 was 4 principal 44. 
thor of that fatal Counſel of dividing the” 
Fleet, «dou June, 166 6. 


